
 

 

 
 

 
SELF-ADVOCACY STANDING COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
June 12, 2015 

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Arizona Developmental Disabilities Planning Council 

1740 West Adams Street, Suite 410 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 

 
A standing committee meeting of the Arizona Developmental Disabilities Planning Council (ADDPC) 
was convened on June 12, 2015 at the ADDPC, 1740 West Adams, Suite 410, Phoenix, Arizona  
85007.  Notice having been duly given.  Present and absent were the following members of the 
ADDPC. 
 
 

Members Present 
 
Tom Uno, Chair, teleconference  
Monica Cooper, teleconference 
David Copins, teleconference   

 

 
George Garcia, teleconference  
Angelina James, in person 
 
 

Staff/Members of the Public  Members Regrets or Absent 
 
Marcella Crane, Contracts Manager  Regret, Madeline Corzine 
Larry Clausen, Executive Director   Regret, Tim Martin   
Lani St. Cyr, Fiscal Manager        
 
Karen Kelsch, Pilot Parents of S. Arizona (PPSA), teleconference 
   

          
A. Call to Order:   

Tom Uno welcomed everyone to the Arizona Developmental Disabilities Planning Council 
(ADDPC) Self-Advocacy standing committee meeting.  Meeting was called to order at 11:05 
a.m. and introductions were made.  Guest Karen Kelsch was welcomed to the committee. 

 
 

B. Minutes Approval 
The Minutes from the October 27, 2014 committee meeting were approved with no 
changes.   

• Motion by Monica Cooper to accept the Minutes.  
• Motion was seconded by Angelina James. 
• Motion carried. 
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C. Approval of Renewal Applications:    
Two grantee renewal applications were presented by Marcella Crane.  Each of the 
applicants submitted a renewal application, detailing their current project to date (June 5th, 
2015) and a project work plan supported by a budget and matching dollars.   The two 
applications, summary and motion are as follows: 
 
Direct Center for Independence, Year 2 - $74,799.77 
The applicant is requesting year 2 funding to support “Say So of Southern Arizona – 
Advocacy in Action”, which aims to improve the sustainability of self-advocacy groups for 
people with developmental disabilities in Pima, Santa Cruz and Graham counties.  
Members of the community will be identified for their ongoing support and training, however 
all self-advocacy groups will be led by persons with developmental disabilities and their 
group members.   
 
Direct Center met their objectives as outlined in their original proposal.  A full time program 
coordinator was hired and he immediately traveled to each of the three counties to meet 
stakeholders, including self-advocate and family members and assess their interest and 
ability to form a viable self-advocacy group.  Local trips to each county took more time than 
originally anticipated, however by end of the contract period four self-advocacy groups 
were formed, 3 in Pima County and 1 in Santa Cruz County.  Graham County proved to be 
more difficult and Direct Center plans to continue outreach visits in Year 2.   The Sonoran 
UCEDD collaborated with Direct Center to develop surveys for the self-advocacy groups to 
use.  They will not be contracted with in the upcoming year, as evaluation will be overseen 
directly by Direct Center.  Also, on June 13th, Direct Center held their Regional Summit in 
Nogales, AZ with approximately 25 self-advocates in attendance.  The Regional Summit is 
an opportunity for the members to network, discuss what is working, and plan for 
continuation in the upcoming year.  Council member David Copins was invited to attend.    
 
Direct Center’s request for year 2 continues to work with each of the four self-advocacy 
groups.  The program coordinator will meet with each group on an ongoing basis to identify 
their own support and training needs.  Training and technical support will continue with 
consultant 501 Navigation.  In addition, the program coordinator will continue to visit 
Graham County to determine their level of interest in forming a self-advocacy group.  If 
progress hasn’t been made with the first several visits, resources will be diverted to work 
with several communities in Cochise County.   
 
The Year 2 budget is less than the first year of funding at $74,799, and additional match is 
contributed at $24,933.  There were no fiscal concerns with the second year budget.  
 
Tom Uno urged the Committee to expand the collection of evaluation outcome data 
provided.  In addition, as a condition of renewal, collecting evaluation outcome data is  
requested at the six month period of the contract and to be shared with committee 
members.  
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With no further discussion, the Chair moved for motion to approve.    

• Motion was made by Monica Cooper to approve the application by 
Direct Center for Independence, Year 2 for $74,799.77, with the 
additional term and condition to the renewal contract that outcome 
evaluation data will be provided every six months.  

• Motion was seconded by Angelina James. 
• Motion carried.     
 

Pilot Parents of Southern Arizona, Year 5 - $55,000 
Pilot Parents of Southern Arizona is applying for Year 5 funding for Project LEAP. Their 
proposal is geared for 15 months and their proposed budget will allow for additional dollars 
to be approved as scholarships, especially as summer is a high volume request from 
individuals seeking financial assistance.   
 
Project LEAP is a Leadership Education Advocacy Program with the goal of providing 
financial support for self-advocates and guardians of children/adults with developmental 
disabilities to participate in valuable learning opportunities through participation in 
conferences, workshops or other trainings that will increase their knowledge of disability 
issues that directly impacts them, to be better advocates, and to make better informed 
choices as consumers.     
 
As of June 3, 2015, Pilot Parents has posted 247 training opportunities to their on-line 
registry.  118 scholarship applications had been received, and of that number 90 have been 
approved.  By the end of the contract period of June 30, 2015, Pilot Parents will have 
awarded over $35,000 in scholarship assistance.   As part of their requirement to provide 
evaluation data to the ADDPC, Pilot Parents collects data on three different surveys:  The 
AIDD Consumer Satisfaction Survey and the Short Term Outcome are collected 
immediately at the end of the training prior to any reimbursement is finalized.  At three 
months post training, the applicant is asked to fill out an Intermediate Outcome Survey.   
Pilot Parents is reporting 98% of applicants have completed the first two surveys and a 
75% return rate on the 3 month post survey.  A graph of all the data collected will be 
submitted to the ADDPC at the end of their contract period as part of their reporting 
requirement.  The information will be shared with the standing committee members.  In 
addition, extra funds were allocated to Pilot Parents under this contract to support a fiscal 
audit of their organization, and to support scholarships to the National Down Syndrome 
Congress Conference that is taking place in Phoenix June 25-28.  
 
George Garcia asked for the number of applicants that have been previously awarded a 
scholarship.  Karen Kelsch responded that the number of scholarships approved are vastly 
more for first time self-advocates or a family member.  Priority is given to first time 
applicants and to applicants outside of Maricopa and Pima Counties.   
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Tom Uno stated he would appreciate to review the outcome data that will be collected at 
the end of the contract period.  In addition, he would like to add a term and condition to the 
renewal application to have that data submitted to the ADDPC every 6 months.    

 
Marcella Crane will follow up with Pilot Parents on the following items.  These include for 
Pilot Parents to provide a copy of the letter from their CPA auditor, to provide a graph of 
outcome data from the short term and intermediate term outcome surveys, to provide data 
on the number of scholarships that are for first time vs. previous awardee’s, and to provide 
data on awards by counties for the previous contract periods.     

 
With no further discussion, the Chair moved for motion to approve.    

• Motion was made by Monica Cooper to approve the application by Pilot 
Parents for Southern Arizona $55,000, with the additional information 
to gather, as explained by Marcella Crane. 

• Motion was seconded by Angelina James. 
• Motion carried.     
 

 
D. Community Capacity for Inclusion, Update on Objective 

Tom Uno presented the work that has been achieved to date for the five objectives under 
the Self-Advocacy Goal.  The Council has approved projects for the first three objectives; 
however the fourth objective of developing a statewide self-advocacy alliance is not 
achievable and the fifth objective to increase community capacity for inclusion may already 
be a part of several funded projects, but in an indirect way.  These five objectives are part 
of the current state plan that will end on September 30, 2016.  The Council will have an 
opportunity to develop a new state plan, with specific goals and achievable objectives and 
evaluation measurements.   
 
With limited time in this state plan, discussion on Community Capacity for Inclusion 
centered on what can be done to date with the amount of time left.  Lani St. Cyr, Fiscal 
Manager for the Council stated that the dollars that were not awarded from the last RFGA 
that the Self-Advocacy committee approved are not kept by the self-advocacy committee, 
but that this issue of dividing the grant dollars among the standing committee’s should be a 
larger discussion by the Executive Committee.  Larry Clausen stated that developing and 
releasing a competitive solicitation (RFGA) would not be feasible due to the time involved, 
and program implementation prior to the deadline for activation of the Council’s new state 
plan in October 2016.  He continued stating that as an alternative, existing projects already 
underway will be reviewed by Council staff to determine if inclusion as an objective can be 
added within the current scopes of projects related to employment and empowerment 
through information.  Staff will assess projects and report back to the Self-Advocacy 
Standing Committee.   
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Several committee members agreed and also raised these points:   Angelina James stated 
that the challenges to community inclusion are real issues faced by many Native Americans 
with developmental disabilities.  Most activities and resources are located in Flagstaff or in 
nearby communities.  George Garcia asked for staff to research definitions of inclusion to 
present at the next meeting. Tom Uno asked staff to do the following: Review current 
grantees on how community capacity for inclusion could be integrated in their current 
project; Develop activities of what community inclusion is; Develop a scope of work of 
specific tasks and activities that support Community Inclusion that a government entity can 
undertake via an ISA or IGA; and to set up a self-advocacy committee meeting to discuss 
these items.  

 
With no further discussion, the Chair moved for motion to approve.    

• Motion was made by Monica Cooper to approve staff’s time to 
research and provide additional information on Community Inclusion. 

• Motion was seconded by George Garcia. 
• Motion carried.     

 
E. Budget Discussion for Committee Members 

Tom Uno asked Lani St. Cyr to provide the fiscal update on federal dollars and to explain 
the handouts.  Lani stated that FY 2013 dollars will all be liquidated by September 30, 
2015, FY 2014 dollars will be obligated by September 30, 2015, and that close to $800,000 
dollars in FY 2015 has already been obligated due to ongoing renewals by the three 
standing committees.  Lani also reviewed the list of current grantees and their ending dates 
and clarified any questions.  Many of the grantees have various ending dates, such as June 
30th, September 30th or November 30th of 2015.  Four conference sponsorships grantees 
are one time contracts and are not eligible for renewal.   
 

F. Open Discussion by Committee Members 
This agenda item was addressed by the committee members in agenda items D and E. 
  

G. Call to the Public 
No one from the public provided any comment. 
 

H. Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 

• Motion by Monica Cooper to adjourn the meeting.  
• Motion was seconded by Tom Uno. 
• Motion carried. 

 
 
 
 

Dated this 18th day of June, 2015 
Arizona Developmental Disabilities Planning Council 


